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Bank of America 
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to more than half 
its employees 6a 
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Trump rushes to sign 
tax reform bill into law 


BY EILEEN SULLIVAN 
AND MICHAEL TACKETT 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump 
signed the most consequential 
tax legislation in three decades 
on Friday, even as he com- 
plained that he has not been 
given credit for his adminis- 
tration’s accomplishments dur- 


ing a turbulent first year. 

Trump decided against doing 
a formal signing ceremony early 
next year because television 
news networks questioned 
whether he would keep his 
promise to sign the legislation 
before Christmas. 

Trump said he saw the cov- 
erage Friday morning and hasti- 
ly called his staff to say that the 
legislation needed to be signed 


“now,” prompting a last-minute 
Oval Office ceremony for the 
president’s greatest achieve- 
ment in his first year in office. 

“We did a rushed job today,” 
Trump said at the bill signing. 
“It’s not fancy, but it’s the Oval 
Office. It’s the great Oval Of- 
fice.” 

Trump also signed a stopgap 
spending bill in order to avoid a 
government shutdown. In addi- 


tion to extending government 
funding, the bill includes $4 
billion for missile defense, 
among other provisions. 

It marked another improvisa- 
tional moment in a presidency 
already known for abandoning 
the norms of the office. 

The bill was the most signif- 
icant legislative victory for 
Trump, who has struggled dur- 
ing his first year in office to pass 


major bills that would deliver on 
campaign promises, even with 
Republicans having the majority 
in both chambers of Congress. 
Republicans promise the new 
tax law will benefit the middle 
class, but Democrats have 
warned that the law could be 
harmful to many lower-income 
taxpayers and to the nation’s 
fiscal health. 

“It’s going to be a tremendous 
thing for the American people,” 
Trump said. 

Before signing the legislation 
Friday, Trump said in a Twitter 
post that companies were cele- 
brating the bill’s passage with 
bonuses for workers. He wrote: 
“Our big and very popular Tax 
Cut and Reform Bill has taken 


SEE TAX BILL, 2A 
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COUNTY PLANS TO 
REBUILD STADIUM 


After the collapse of a plan 
for a pro soccer stadium, 
Mecklenburg County 
unveiled a plan to rebuild 
Memorial Stadium. 4A 
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MOBIKE COMING 
TO CHARLOTTE 


Charlotte is the second U.S. 
city for Bejing-based 
Mobike, which will place 
bikes around the city this 
weekend. 6A 


NATION & WORLD 


UN TIGHTENS VISE 
ON NORTH KOREA 


The U.N. Security Council 
placed new sanctions on 
North Korea on Friday in an 
escalating effort to force the 
country into talks. 12A 


Joel Payne also was given a second, keepsake arm signed by 
Carolina Panthers running back Jonathan Stewart and other 
players and a Cam Newton jersey. 
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At least 125 children a year 
are born in the U.S. with mis- 
sing fingers, a condition that 
students at UNC Charlotte are 
using digital technology to 
make better. 

Students at UNCC and three 
other North Carolina schools 
use 3-D printers to make plas- 
tic prostheses that give kids the 
ability to grasp objects. Com- 
mercial versions cost $10,000 
to $15,000. The students make 
them for a few bucks and give 
them away free. 

Twenty-eight children, more 
than half from the Carolinas 
but from as far as Texas and 
Washington state, have re- 
ceived new hands or arms 


Joel Payne, 7, shows off his new arm to UNCC graduate student Jeff Powell, right, as family members and other students look on. Powell 
founded the Helping Hand Project, which uses 3-D printers to make artificial arms and hands that can grasp objects. 


UNCC students use 
3-D printers to give kids 
without fingers a grip 


since the Helping Hand Project 
launched at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
in 2015. 

Last week at UNCC, 7-year- 
old Joel Payne of Statesville 
grinned in triumph as he flexed 
his new “superhero arm.” Joel, 
whose left arm ends a few 
inches below his elbow, went 
home with a second, keepsake 
arm signed by running back 
Jonathan Stewart and other 
Carolina Panthers. 

Joel became the fourth child 
to get an arm made by the 
UNCC chapter that formed this 
year. The devices offer physical 
and emotional benefits. 

“Tt’s a real big confidence 
booster for a lot of these kids. 
It gives them something to get 
excited about - they get a cool 
robot arm,” said UNCC gradu- 
ate student Jeff Powell, who 
founded the Helping Hand 
Project as an undergraduate at 
UNC-Chapel Hill. “It brings 
them joy and serves as an ice- 
breaker for kids at school. By 
introducing their limb differ- 
ence in a positive way, it helps 
them bring it up rather than be 
shy about it.” 

Powell was studying biomed- 


SEE HELPING HAND, 5A 
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Celebrate Christmas with us at Calvary — Come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
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CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE 
Sunday, December 24. 9:45 AM and 4:00 & 6:30 PM 
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